


Literacy
Development Matters



Early Learning Goals – end of Reception Year

Comprehension
• Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives using 

their own words and recently introduced vocabulary
•  Anticipate key events in stories 
• Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction, 

rhymes and poems and during role-play. 
Word Reading
• Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs
• Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending
• Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, including 

some common exception words. 
Writing
• Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed
• Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters 
• Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others. 



Phonics and Reading
● Phonics is a method of teaching reading and 

writing by developing an awareness of sounds 
within words.

● It teaches links between the sounds and the 
way they are written.

● The aim of phonics is to read new words by 
sounding them out and blending them 
together.



      How We Teach Phonics
 At HTPS

● Phonic Bug Programme supplemented by 
other resources.

● 6 phases
- Phase 1 - 2 nursery/preschool
- Phase 2 - 4 reception
- Phase 4 - 6 Year 1

● Your child will have daily whole class phonics 
sessions in school lasting around 20 mins.



• Term by term progression of GPCs (Grapheme 
Phoneme Correspondence). 

• Organised so that children are taught from the 
simple to more complex GPCs plus tricky words.

• All the graphemes taught are practised in 
words, sentences, and later on, in fully 
decodable books. 

• Review and revise GPCs and words, daily, weekly 
and across terms and years, in order to move 
this knowledge into their long term memory. 

• Children need to learn to read as quickly as 
reasonably possible, so they can move from 
learning to read, to reading to learn.

• Our expectations of progression are 
aspirational yet achievable  - pace, practice and 
participation by all children. 

• Additional practice immediately through 
keep-up sessions.



          Learning Letter Sounds

● Each child has a sound mat in their book bag.

● Please practise at home and send this in each 
day. Remember to revisit previous learnt 
phonemes. 

● 15 mins a day



         Segmenting and Blending

● Segmenting is saying each sound in the word, 
then you blend the sounds together to read 
the word.

● Sounds should be articulated clearly and 
precisely.

● Be careful of an ‘uh’ sound added to the end of 
sounds. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8 

https://www.lesleyclarkesyntheticphonics.co.uk/index.php/parents/125-articulation-of-ph
onemes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-ksblMiliA8
https://www.lesleyclarkesyntheticphonics.co.uk/index.php/parents/125-articulation-of-phonemes
https://www.lesleyclarkesyntheticphonics.co.uk/index.php/parents/125-articulation-of-phonemes


                   Tricky Words

● Some words you just can’t sound out!



The Reading practice book

• Parents/carers play a vital role. It is important that 
children have plenty of practice reading at home in order 
to become fluent, confident readers. 

• Parents’ or carers’ support is needed to help their child 
practice reading and develop fluency with a book they 
have already read at school. 

• This book needs to be matched to their phonic stage and 
be fully decodable. If books are sent home that the 
child cannot decode, it will lead to frustration for the 
child and the parent/carer. 

• It does not have to be a different book every time; it 
may need to be the same book if the child still needs to 
develop fluency. 



The sharing book 

• If children are to become lifelong readers, it is 
essential that they are encouraged to read for pleasure. 
The desire of wanting to read will help with the skill of 
reading. 

• Parents/carers should not expect their child to read 
this book independently and certainly should not try 
to get their child to do so. 

• The book is for the parent/carer to read to or with the 
child. 

The goal is enjoyment. 





               Reading at home

● Daily reading and phonics at home really helps!

● 15 mins a day

● Bug club.



https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/

Home Learning - Useful Websites
cbeebies

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-game
s/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds

https://www.teachyourmonstertoread.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/english-games/5-7-years/letters-and-sounds

