
                                                                                                              
16th October 2024

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I have felt such gratitude and pride walking around the school in recent 
weeks. Children are hard at work, learning the best they can in their new 
classes. On top of that, Animal Day, the STEM engineering workshops and 
Wellbeing Week has brought a vibrant and dynamic feel to the school. 
There has been an abundance of young, smiling faces giving all the staff a 
heightened sense of purpose and fulfillment. 

I am please to inform you that Daniel Williams has taken on the role of 
Chair of Governors for this academic year. Myself and the rest of the 
governing body are sure that he is well placed to support the school and the 
vision for the future. Please come forward for an informal discussion if you 
would like to be involved in this group as we still have two vacancies.

Thank you to all those who have expressed an interest in volunteering in 
school. We still have opportunities for any parent or grandparent who can 
give some of their time to support either garden maintenance or class 
support for our young people.

Yesterday, the children had a representative from the Essex County Fire and 
Rescue Service come in to talk to the children about safety around 
Halloween and Bonfire Night. There was useful advice shared ahead of both 
events and the children listened very well.

We look forward to welcoming you to our Harvest services next week. Years 
EY to Year 2 will be in school for a morning service and Key Stage Two will 
be taking part in a service at St Andrew’s Church in the afternoon.

                                                      Kind regards,

                                                          S Rowe
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UK - Aid used exercise books
Add kindness Logo

CALENDAR DATES - htps.ch/calendar & APP
NEW DATES ARE HIGHLIGHTED AND IN BOLD
Autumn Term  and Spring Term Dates (Further dates will be added 
soon)

15.10.2024        Individual photographs
16.10.2024        Individual photographs
17.10.2024        Individual photographs
21.10.2024        Parents’ Evening 3.30-5.30pm
24.10.2024        Parents’ Evening 3.30-5.30pm
23.10.2024        Harvest service (KS1 in school 9.30 am KS2 in church 
                          2pm)   
28.10.2024        Break up for half term holiday (1 week)
13.11.2024         Open Day for new Starters 9.30am and 1.30pm
21.11.2024         Open Day for new Starters 9.30am and 1.30pm
29.11.2024         Non-Pupil Day
11.12.2024         Christmas dinner
12.12.2024         Nativity performance in The Empire 5-6pm (tbc)
17.12.2024         Christmas Service (KS1 in school KS2 in church)
20.12.2024         Non Pupil Day
21.12.2024         Christmas holidays
17.02.2025         Half term holiday (1 week)
06.03.2025        World Book day
07.04.2025        Easter holidays (2 weeks)
All term dates, and INSET days for 2024/25 can be found at 
www.htps.ch/term-dates

Here is some text that you can include in your weekly newsletter if you wish to - 

feel free to amend to suit you. 

 

This week, we had an online Kindness Workshop from the charity 52 Lives 

(www.52-lives.org) and their School of Kindness! We learned that kindness has 

three qualities – being friendly, generous and considerate.  We learnt about the 

science of kindness and the positive impact it has on our physical and mental 

health. Next, we practised empathy by watching videos of kindness in action and 

then said kind things to each other in the classroom.  To put our kindness into 

action, we thought of someone we knew who could do with a little kindness. We 

then made them something in our classrooms and plan to give it to them this 

week.  Finally, we looked at the quote ‘be the change that you want to see in the 

world’ and decided that we can help to create the kind of world we want to live 

in. The School of Kindness has a Kids’ Club which is free to join where you will get 

a free newsletter with kind challenges, stories, activities, jokes, competitions and 

videos to watch.  Just visit www.schoolofkindness.org/kids-club to sign up.

Add kind logo to website

READING SHED

Every class had a great time using their 
engineering skills in STEM workshops last 
week.
One activity was to use their 
problem-solving skills as well as art and 
design skills to make marble mazes.
Thank you to the PTFA who financed this 
event.
Please remember there is now a club 
running by the same company on 
Mondays after school. Please use this link 
to find out more: Afterschool Club

http://www.holytrinityhalstead.com
http://htps.ch/calendar
http://www.htps.ch/term-dates
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.52%2dlives.org&umid=277ff202-90b9-4d60-9198-f799391f435d&auth=feeff7af3803d544251acb2cdc9b117ffd64447d-bd53951d96a6efbe8156252eb63082d8cac28f68
https://cas5-0-urlprotect.trendmicro.com/wis/clicktime/v1/query?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.schoolofkindness.org%2fkids%2dclub&umid=277ff202-90b9-4d60-9198-f799391f435d&auth=feeff7af3803d544251acb2cdc9b117ffd64447d-71bc6b4b082202d1408a79300ea674d47f0f8969
https://bookwhen.com/after-schoolprograms?tags=Holy%20Trinity%20Primary%20School#focus=ev-su3n-20241104151500
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We are one of a selection 
of schools to win a Marks 

and Spencer friendship 
bench in a prize draw!

On 10th October the school took part in World Mental Health Day. Children 
were invited to wear something yellow and support the charity Young Minds. 
This charity provides young people with tools to look after their mental health. 
It aims to  empower adults to be the best support they can be to the young 
people in their lives and give young people the space to get their voices heard 
in a safe space. I am sure all of you know someone who has a story where 
issues in mental health have impacted children’s lives.

We raised £109.46 In 
supporting this charity. 
Thank you.

Holy Trinity 
continues to 
support families 
who need 
support in this 
area and will 
continue to do 
so.

During our focused wellbeing days all classes took part in yoga sessions, 
some made dream catchers, and others took part in meditation with cuddly 
toys. P.E included walks around the daily mile with Panda Class playing some fun 
games with the parachute. Upper Key Stage Two joined an online talk with Virtual 
Soccer Schools, along with hundreds of schools. They listened to Reece James 
(Chelsea Captain) talk about dealing with pressures & resilience in sport & how to 
cope when things get tough. The wide range of activities across the school 
made for a calm and positive day.
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We are an inclusive, aspirational school that builds a kind and 
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The PTFA would like to welcome all of the new starters and parents to Holy Trinity. We would also like to welcome back all of our 
existing students.
Each year the PTFA works in partnership with the school to fund various activities throughout the school year. The commitments 
we have made this year are as follows:
- To provide book bags to each of the new children in reception class.
- To pay £10 per child to subsidise school trips.
- A whole school, Empire Cinema trip at Christmas.
- A Selection box for each child at Christmas and Easter Eggs at Easter.
- To fund the Year 6 Leavers’ BBQ.
- To source and provide a contribution to the Yr 6 leavers’ hoodies.

The School also have a list of items called the ‘wish’ list. The STEM workshops were raised to us at our annual general meeting 
(AGM) and everyone in attendance voted in favour of funding these workshops. The PTFA also apply for grant funding to fund 
projects, an example of this being the new sails on the school field. Throughout the school year we run a series of events to help 
raise money for the above causes. The proceeds from the School discos, Christmas Bazaar and the Summer Fete are all used to 
enhance each of the children’s time here at Holy Trinity. 

We also ensure, there are free tickets available for those that may be experiencing financial hardship. To enquire about these, 
please speak with the school office team. We are always keen to get parents ideas and involvement within the PTFA and would be 
happy to answer any questions you may have about the PTFA team and how you can get involved. Please be assured that we 
would be grateful for any help or ideas, no matter how big or small.

Here is what some of our members say about being a part of the PTFA:
‘I joined the PTFA 3 years ago, I love seeing the children’s faces when the Easter Bunny comes or when Father Christmas visits. It 
is so rewarding being part of the PTFA.’

‘I became involved with the PTFA at the Summer Fete in 2019. I have thoroughly enjoyed every minute of it since! Seeing all the 
fun the children have and learning about the great projects the proceeds are able to fund, really made me want to be an active 
member.’

‘I’ve became part of the PTFA when my youngest son joined the school, it’s a good way to meet like minded people and so 
rewarding to see all the children enjoy extra events and special treats! An active PTFA makes our school great and I love being part 
of it.’

To contact us, please email us at ptfa@holytrinityhalstead.com.
The PTFA Team

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1HNY0L2EWYakLNyHM_XTBNjZR8KkX2Ivh&usp=drive_copy
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We are an inclusive, aspirational school that 
builds a kind and resilient community.

Kindness Cup and Manners Medal Winners

Secondary School Admissions
As you may be aware, the new secondary school admission round opened 
on Thursday 12 September 2024 for parents of current Year 6 children to 
apply for a secondary school (Year 7) place for September 2025. 
The statutory national closing date for applications is 31 October 2024. 
Applications can be made online via www.essex.gov.uk/admissions. 99% of 
parents in Essex applied online last year. 
Please see the secondary school’s website for further details on their open 
days. 

Primary School Admissions

Applications for primary school places are open until 15th January 2025.

Reading Snug
Thanks to Mrs Clegg and the PTFA for helping us set up 
this reading snug on the playground. It is a very popular 
quiet place for children who want to take some time out 

from the busyness of playtime. It’s a great addition to break 
times! Thank you to Nathan Roulson who has produced  

the engraved quotes inside. 

Year 5’s Cake Sale

The children have raised £146.32 in their cake sale for the David 
Shepherd Wildlife Foundation, who help provide research and care 
for Snow Leopards (and other animals).  The children want to help 
end wildlife crime and protect endangered species in their natural 
habitat, which is what the David Shepherd Wildlife Foundation works 
hard to do. Thank you to all those who supported this event.



IT’S GOOD TO TALK

CHILDLINE 0800 1111
MIND 0300 123 3393
SAMARITANS 116 123
CITIZENS ADVICE 0800 144 
8848
NHS DIRECT 111
Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258
CALM 0800 58 58 58

WORSHIP THEME:
Wellness

“For I will restore health 
to you and heal you of 
your wounds,” says the 

Lord.

Jeremiah 30:17
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Reading Shed


